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rom Walter Reed Medical Center where he was recovering

from injuries suffered in the blast of an improvised explosive
device (IED) in Afghanistan, then Brig. Gen. Patterson Maney
learned last fall he had received a special Freedom Award from
Freedom Newspaper’s Northwest Florida Daily News.

With the award came a $1,000 prize that Maney knew exactly
how he wanted to use: establish the Purple Heart Scholarship Fund
at Okaloosa-Walton College. His older brother, Edward Maney,
who also earned the Purple Heart Medal after being wounded in
combat in Southeast Asia almost 35 years ago to the day, made
sure the $1,000 got to the OWC Foundation until his younger
brother arrived home from Walter Reed this spring.

In the quiet of his Shalimar courthouse judge’s chambers,
County Judge T. Patterson Maney, who has now retired from the
Army Reserve after 37 years of service, related how he is named
for his mother’s brother who trained at Eglin Field before World
War Il and before being shot down at Anzio, Italy and killed.
Maney also has had time to reflect on the incident in Afghanistan,
which almost took his life, his months of recovery at Walter Reed,
and “all the real heroes. There are incredible young soldiers both
in theater and at places like Walter Reed.”

Maney pondered his place in history and the long line of
service to our republic. “ | am a descendant of several American
Revolutionary War soldiers,” Maney says. “Sergeant Reuben
Plunkett, my great, great, great, great grandfather was wounded
September 18, 1778 in New lJersey serving with Captain Churchill
Jones’ Company, 3rd Regiment of Light Dragoons under Colonel
George Baylor. My late father was an officer in World War 1l and
my late grandfather was a sergeant in World War | but neither
of them were wounded. My wife’s grandfather was wounded in
World War | and, although her father served as a medical officer in
World War |1, was never wounded.”
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OWC Breaks Ground In South Walton For Seventh Center

kaloosa-Walton College trustees helped the college

break ground August 6 for OWC'’s seventh instructional
location - an educational center in South Walton County located
off Highway 331 just north of Highway 98.

Leading the ceremonial ground breaking, which included
turning the dirt with colorful beach shovels, were OWC District
Board of Trustees chairman Jody Henderson, Board Vice
chairman Esteena “Teena” Wells and OWC President Dr. Bob
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Richburg. They were joined by OWC trustees Elizabeth Campbell
and Wesley Wilkerson representing OWC in Walton County and

trustees J.E. “Gene” Smith and Dale Rice, Jr., OWC Foundation
Board Member, Allyn C. Donaldson and other local dignitaries.
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isters Betty Thomas, an Alabama native who went to

Laurel Hill School, and Mary Thomas Herrington, who
lived in Crestview, were never far from the classroom. Betty was
a highly regarded university nursing professor while Mary was
a history teacher and later a librarian at Southside Elementary
School in Crestview.

Their legacy to teaching and learning will continue after

a $50,000 contribution to the Okaloosa-Walton College
Foundation to establish the S. Betty Thomas and Mary Thomas
Herrington Nursing Scholarship Endowment at OWC. Dale
Rice Ir., past president of the OWC Foundation and now a
trustee with the college, assisted in securing the gift to honor
the Thomas sisters. “This donation really honors the service
these two women provided over many years in their professions
as educators,” said Rice. “I know the family is very proud that
Betty and Mary will be permanently tied to the nursing program
at OWcC.”
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Entrepreneurial Institute
Fund Grows With Second
Major Gift By Donaldson

here was no one who was smiling more broadly than
Allyn C. Donaldson Jr. as Okaloosa-Walton College
broke ground for its South Walton Center in Santa Rosa Beach.

“l am just glad I'm still here to see it happen,” said
Donaldson, 80, who planted the seed of the idea for the
college’s South Walton teaching center many years ago. “I think
the way the area has grown has demonstrated the need. Now, |
just hope I’'m around when it opens.”

You might say Donaldson has a vested interest in the South
Walton Center after he recently donated his second major
gift of $100,000 to the OWC Foundation for the Donaldson
Entrepreneurial Institute which will be located at the new
center. “l want the businesses that support our community to
succeed. From what | have seen and read, for our businesses
that take advantage of the institute’s program — it will make a
difference for them,” he said.

Last fall, Donaldson approached the college with the notion
of the entrepreneurial institute. Along with the idea, the former
General Motors executive donated $100,000. The gift to the
OWC Foundation, like the second gift this year, was a tax free
one made through Donaldson’s Individual Retirement Account
(IRA) under a new policy that lets persons age 70 % use IRAs for
charitable donations.

I| DONALDSON
continued on page 6



Mattie Kelly Arts
Center Hosts Nine
National Broadway
& Artist Shows

op name entertainment is on slate for this season at the
OWC Mattie Kelly Fine and Performing Arts Center.
Season packages and individual tickets for all shows are now
available.

The OWC Mattie Kelly Arts Center 2007-08 season includes:

EVITA - October 10, 2007. Winner of seven Tony Awards®,
EVITA brings to life the dynamic, persona of Eva Peron who
captivated a nation by championing the Argentine working
class. This exuberant production creates features Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s compelling Latin, pop and jazz influenced score.

GRAN FOLKLORICO DE MEXICO - November 1, 2007.
Mexico’s ambassadors of song and dance, this colorful, rhythmic
show is presented in a swirl of authentic Mexican costumes with
Mariachi, Marimba and Jorocho bands providing exciting musi-
cal settings for a panorama of Mexican dance and song.

3 MO’ DIVAS - November 10, 2007. This production cel-
ebrates the amazing versatility of the female voice with a theatri-
cally staged concert performed by some of the most phenomenal
talent the world has to offer with musical styles such as Opera,
Broadway, Jazz, Blues, Soul, R&B, Spirituals, and Gospel.

STOMP - December 11 & 12, 2007. Explosive, provocative,
sophisticated, sexy, utterly unique. The international percussion
sensation has garnered an armful of awards and rave reviews,
and has appeared on numerous national television shows. The
innovative show for all ages features an eight-member troupe
who use everything but conventional percussion instruments
— everything from matchboxes, wooden poles, brooms, gar-
bage cans and Zippo lighters to hubcaps - to fill the stage with
magnificent rhythms. As USA Today said, “STOMP finds beautiful
noises in the strangest places.”

HAL HOLBROOK IN MARK TWAIN TONIGHT - January 9,
2008. Don’t miss a living, breathing, American masterpiece in
one of the most acclaimed and enduring performances in the
history of theater. Go back in time with Hal Holbrook’s charac-
terization of the great novelist and raconteur. The Washington
Post noted that “The combination of Holbrook’s physical and
vocal talents and the potency of Twain’s words is a mesmerizing
thing to behold.”

ANNIE - January 30, 2008. This phenomenal family favorite
show features the timeless tale of Little Orphan Annie and boasts
one of Broadway’s most memorable scores. Variety calls this
production “A winner!” This production features a special price
for ages 18 and under.

RING OF FIRE - February 1, 2008. The music of the Man in
Black will ignite the stage in this new Broadway musical, that
features 38 signature songs from the legendary Johnny Cash and
celebrates the world’s most famous rebel. With smashing med-
leys and a hearty bounce in its guitar-driven step, this shindig
will have you stompin’ your feet and shoutin’ for more!

THE PRODUCERS - February 20, 2008. Experience the
biggest Tony Award winner in Broadway history with this Mel
Brooks musical comedy. This is a laugh out loud, ‘I can’t believe
they just did that” extravaganza of quick wit and one show-stop-
ping number after another that features luscious costumes and
brilliant choreography.

“MOVIN’ OUT - February 25, 2008. Five-time Grammy win-
ner Billy Joel helped create this spectacular Broadway musical
that Time Magazine declared “The #1 show of the year!” More
than 24 Billy Joel rock classics are brought to electrifying new
life as in this unforgettable Broadway musical.

The box office’s phone and in-person hours are Monday
to Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Call (850) 729-6000 or
toll free 1-888-838.ARTS (2787). The on-line box office is
www.owc.edu/arts. Season tickets are available by phone,
mail or in-person only. Individual tickets are available online,
in-person, by phone or mail.

Scholarship Honors

he first saw American soil when she was ten months

old, but grew into the All-American girl. She loved ice
skating and gymnastics and played the clarinet in her high
school marching band. She “baby sat” her brother’s pets and
got together with classmates to study and socialize. She died far
too young, but packed quite a bit of living in her 31 years. To
honor her life, her parents, Norman and Carol Klausutis, have
established a scholarship in her memory at Okaloosa-Walton
College designed to assist a student in the college’s Medical
Billing and Coding program.

Kristen Ann Klausutis was born in South Korea and was
adopted by her American parents through an international
adoption agency. Her parents saw her first by way of a snap shot
taken when she was six months old. A military family ending
their service in South Korea traveled with her and brought her to
her new family four months later. Kristen joined her parents and
two older brothers living in Massachusetts and attached quite
quickly to her new way of life.

In 1976, the family moved to Okaloosa County where her
father retired from active duty military service and set down
roots for his family. A quiet child, Kristen loved classical music
and the theatre as well as watching ice skating and gymnastics
— asthma may have prevented her from active participation, but
didn’t quell her enthusiasm.

Kristen was a student of ballet, but as she grew, she put
down her toe shoes and picked up the clarinet because she
wanted to be a Style Marcher in Choctawhatchee High School’s
nationally known marching band. A caring and compassionate
young woman, she even began taking Spanish lessons in hopes
of lending assistance to the area’s growing Hispanic commu-
nity. After graduation from high school, she became an OWC
student, receiving her Associate of Arts degree. She spent a short
time away from OWC, but returned and “found herself” in the
college’s Medical Billing and Coding program.

As a student in the program, she quickly fell in with other
class members and formed a study group, not unlike many
other students across the college landscape. Group members
were of all ages and socio-economic levels, and meeting and
getting to know them opened Kristen’s eyes. She saw how dif-
ficult it was for some students, perhaps single mothers or those
with low-income, to afford tuition, fees and books.

When Kristen died in a tragic automobile accident right
outside the Niceville Campus main entrance in May 2005, her
parents immediately took her textbooks to course instructors
so they could be shared with others. After a time of mourning
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TheRaiders’ men’s basketball team is on the cusp of
one of the most anticipated seasons in recent memory. Five
starters return, seven sophomores in all, and a highly rated
freshman class all add up to what could be a very special
season.

Moving up the ladder, last year’s assistant coach Morris
Scott accepted a job this summer as an assistant coach for
Division-I Southeastern Louisiana University. Will Jones, 26,
who was an assistant for South Carolina State University last
season was offered the assistant position in August. Jones is
the fifth assistant coach for Stewart in his 11-year tenure at
Okaloosa-Walton College.

In addition to his experience as an assistant at South
Carolina State, Jones also worked in the same capacity at
Tennessee State University and LeMoyne-Owen College.
He also played at South Carolina State and helped lead his
team to the 2003 NCAA Tournament.

While there were many other candidates vying for the
coveted position, Stewart felt his decision was a pretty easy
one. “Will comes very highly recommended from some
people that | trust in the profession,” he said. “He worked
liked Morris Scott did, harder than anybody else that
applied, and that’s what means a lot to me because | can
translate that into him working hard to get recruits.”

Kristen Ann Klausutis

and grief, the Klausutis’s decided to create the scholarship in
Kristen’s name because “that’s what she would want us to do.”

“Out of tragedy often comes the silver lining we so often
hear about,” said Dr. Bob Richburg, OWC President. “Simply
knowing that because of Kristen, a student is able to come
to OWC and study in the program that gave their daughter a
sense of herself, should give her parents some comfort. We are
honored that they have chosen to memorialize their daughter
with this scholarship.”

The Kristen Ann Klausutis Scholarship will be awarded to a
Medical Billing and Coding student for the 2008-09 academic
year. Interested student applicants are encouraged to apply by
the March 2008 deadline date.

THOMAS. . . continued from page 1

There is a strong connection for Rice to the Thomas and
Herrington families. As the story goes, Mary Thomas Herrington was
teaching a course in modern family living when she had a career
day and invited a local attorney Ferrin Campbell. In her class was
a student named Dale Rice Sr. Rice later told his son that it was in
Mary Herrington’s class that he decided to become an attorney.

According to Rice and others who knew the sisters, Betty Thomas,
who never married, gained her registered nurse diploma at Baptist
Hospital in New Orleans before graduating from Florida State and
earning her masters in nursing education at Columbia University.

She returned south to teach at Florida State University and Troy State
University.

“| learned that Aunt Betty, as she was known by many, had four rules
for life and teaching that we can all benefit from,” said Rice. “Aunt Betty
always said, ‘Improve someone’s life, do more than is expected, make
time for people, and if something is wrong, make it right.”

Betty Thomas’ life was cut short at age 57 by a heart attack in
1990 despite being a hearty soul who would come back to Laurel
Hill during breaks from classes at Columbia University in New York
and drive logging trucks at her father’s veneer mill in Laurel Hill. Her
sister Mary, who earned her degree at Troy State and later gained
a library science certification from FSU, was married to long-time
Okaloosa County teacher and principal E.L. Herrington. Mary died at
age 80 in March 2006.

Dr. Bob Richburg, OWC president, said the contribution made on
behalf of the Thomas sisters is eligible for the state matching program.
He explained that once the endowment is complete, it will provide
funds for as many as four nursing scholarships every two years.

“Our college is honored to help remember these two women who
dedicated their lives to teaching and we appreciate the work of Dale
Rice and others who have increased scholarship opportunities for our
students,” said Richburg.

Visit www.owcfoundatino\n.org/ pg/
or call the Foundation Office .

at (850) 729-5357



