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•  OWC English Professor Deidre Dowling Price’s “Whatever Happens 

Happens: Infi delity in My So-Called Life” is being published in Dear 
Angela: Remembering My So-Called Life by Lexington Books in July.

•  Michelle Ragle, OWC Professor of Mathematics, received her PhD in 
Industrial and Systems Engineering from the University of Florida in May. 
Her dissertation was titled “Computational Methods for the Design and 
Selection of Hybridization Probes”. 

•  Pam Walters, OWC Women’s Educational Resource Center Coordinator, 
earned her Master’s degree in Management from Troy University. Edna 
Washington, Career Resource Center, earned her Master’s degree in 
Counseling and Psychology from Troy University. Both will graduate 
June 16.

•  Mike Espeseth, OWC Lab Supervisor, has earned both his AAS and BAS 
degrees from OWC at the May graduation ceremony.

•  Edna Washington has been named Career Advisor in the OWC Career 
Resource Center on the Niceville campus.

The 2007 Legislative Session was very good for 
Okaloosa-Walton College. The college benefi ted 
from both statewide initiatives as well as local 

funding for construction projects. The college owes much to 
its local legislative delegation led by Ray Sansom, an OWC 
Alum serving as Speaker-Elect of the Florida House; Don 
Brown, another OWC alumnus serving in the House; and 
Senators Don Gaetz and Durell Peaden, who represent the 
college and its District in the Florida Senate. We thank each of 
these gentlemen, along with their colleagues from Northwest 
Florida: Representatives Marti Coley, David Murzin, and Greg 
Evers for their support of community colleges, in general, and 
OWC, specifi cally.

Statewide, the Florida Legislature has provided community 
colleges with a good working budget to serve students for next 
year. The legislators recognize that community colleges are 
responsive institutions that prepare individuals to directly enter 
careers and for further education. This vital support shows in 
the solid operating budgets that the Legislature was able to 
appropriate for the state’s 28 public community colleges.

A major state initiative was the passing of a baccalaureate 
bill for community colleges. Even though Okaloosa-Walton 

College and six other colleges have been previously 
authorized to offer baccalaureate degrees, clarifi cation was 
needed in Florida Statute to assure that governance will 
continue under the State Board of Education. Initially there had 
been confusion that institutions offering baccalaureate degrees 
might report to the Board of Governors and the University 
System. This was clarifi ed in the settlement of provisions in a 
lawsuit brought against the State of Florida by friends of the 
Board of Governors.  

The baccalaureate legislation placed into statute a clear 
statement that all state community colleges report to the 
State Board of Education. Further, the Legislature expanded 
the authority of community colleges to offer degrees in 
mathematics and science that can be used for teacher 
education. Our college will explore, very carefully, the needs 
in this area as we begin planning implementation for our two 
recently approved Teacher Education baccalaureate programs 
in Elementary Education and Middle School Math/Science that 
begin at OWC in 2008. 

Locally, the Legislature funded the construction of the 
Community Services Complex which is a joint project with 
the Board of County Commissioners of Okaloosa County. All 
the funds are now appropriated to enable the county and the 
college to build a multi-use facility that will serve as a state-of-
the-art emergency operations center for the county, a training 
center for the college and provide facilities for physical 
education, ROTC, and a hardened hurricane evacuation center 
that will also serve as a basketball arena. The college will 
be busy fi nalizing its plans for construction and, hopefully, 
construction should begin during the 2007-08 academic year.

Additionally, the Legislature funded an additional phase 
in the South Walton Center Complex which will enable the 
college to build an instructional building to begin the work 
of creating a comprehensive center in South Walton County. 
Once again, I extend my appreciation to each member of the 
Delegation for leadership and support for the activities and 
programs of Okaloosa-Walton College.
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P R E S I D E N T

The OWC Alumni Association presented its 
2007 Professor and Associate Professor of the 
Year awards to OWC professors selected by 

graduates in balloting conducted during Spring semester. 
Alumni Association vice president Lori Kelley, class of 
1987, made the award presentations at the May 3 college 
commencement ceremony. 

This year, Dr. Patrick D. McArthur, Biology Professor 
in the Science Department, was named as the Professor 
of the Year and David Weatherford, Associate Professor of 
History, was named as the Associate Professor of the Year. 

Dr. McArthur holds a Ph.D. from the University of 
Southern Mississippi and has been a Biology professor at 
OWC since August 2003.

David Weatherford holds M. A. degrees in Southern 
Studies from the University of Mississippi and in History 
from the University of West Florida. He has served as an 
adjunct History professor at OWC since October of 1999.
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Visit our web site...
and plan for the best!
Learn about:
• Estate planning for your family’s well-being

• Creating immediate and deferred benefi ts
for you and your heirs

• Having a meaningful impact on OWC
and its students

Okaloosa-Walton College Foundation’s gift planning web 
site cuts through the complexities to offer up-to-the-
minute information on how to include charitable 
gifts in your current and future plans. Stop 
by often–new articles each month!

Visit www.owcfoundation.org/pg/
or call the Foundation Offi ce at (850) 729-5357


