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Education 
Commissioner 
Visits Collegiate 

High School

lorida Commissioner of Education John 
Winn recently visited the Okaloosa-
Walton College Collegiate High School 

to participate in an opening week activity which 
highlighted the charter school’s unique whole-
school approach to reading. 

Winn spoke to an assembly of the school’s 
tenth grade students, emphasizing the value 
of the school’s curriculum and recognizing the 
Collegiate High School’s top reading performance 
on state standardized tests. He also presented 
each student with a book that was personally 
selected for the student by school staff, based on 
the student’s reading preferences and background. 
Each book contained a personal note from a 
community leader or OWC faculty member on 
the importance of reading. 

Dr. Jill White, OWC vice president, credits 
the Collegiate school’s distinctive “Culture of 
Reading” and “Read This” programs with help-
ing the school achieve the highest FCAT reading 
scores in Okaloosa County and some of the 
highest testing scores in Florida. 

“We know that good readers make good 
thinkers and good writers,” said White. “We were 
so pleased that Commissioner Winn took time 
out of his busy schedule to visit our school and to 
recognize our reading program and students.”

Incorporating reading across the curriculum 
at the school involves numerous efforts including 
a required “Reading Across the Genres” course, 
a “So Many Books, So Little Time” class which 
emphasizes a book club approach to reading, 
coordinated literature assignments between 
the school’s history and English courses, a guest 
reader program that has featured national 
authors, an extensive lending library to encourage 
pleasure reading, and a variety of other activities 
and programs which emphasize reading. 

The OWC Collegiate High School is an A+ 
school and is currently in its sixth year of opera-
tion. The public charter school gives motivated 
10th, 11th and 12th grade students the oppor-
tunity to simultaneously earn both a standard 
high school diploma and a transferable two-year 
college degree. The school will accept applica-
tions for the 2006-07 school year during the 
month of February 2006. Space is limited and 
interested students are encouraged to call the 
school for information, at 729-4949 or visit the 
school web site at www.owcollegiatehigh.org

OWC Graduates First Class Of 
Surgical Technology Students

he new Surgical Technology program at 
Okaloosa-Walton College recently held a 
graduation reception for the program’s first 

class of graduates. The ceremony included six OWC 
Surgical Technology certificate graduates.

“We’re so proud of our first graduates in this 
important Health Technology program,” said 
Linda Whitenton, OWC Associate Dean of Health 
Technology. “We are particularly grateful for the 
support of Twin Cities Hospital, who sponsored our 
new Surgical Technology Instruction suite and to the 
many area surgeons and other professionals who 
provided instruction, clinical training and other support 

during our first year.”
According to April Carter, Surgical Technology 

program manager, students who successfully complete 
the rigorous one–year program receive a certificate 
in surgical technology and are prepared to take the 
national exam given by the Association of Surgical 
Technologists to receive the Certified Surgical 
Technologist (CST) credential. The Surgical Technology 
program at OWC began in 2004.  

Whitenton noted that the support of area health 
care facilities and professionals was a key part of 
the program’s first year success. Among those health 
professionals who assisted the program this past year 
were: Dr. William Marshall, Dr. Mauri Lunderman, Dr. 
Mark Calkins, Dr. Patricia Fowler, Dr. Karl Metz, Dr. 
Robert Ogletree, Dr. Robert Long, Dr. Steven Clark, 
Dr. Hurby, Dr. Dennis Stewart, Eric Majors, P.A., 
Rustin Sorenson, P.A., Carolyn Burbank, LPN, and Mr. 
John Reinke. 

For information on applying for admission for the 
next class of Surgical Technology students, contact the 
OWC Health Technology office at 729-6444. 

T

he Dental Assisting program at Okaloosa-
Walton College held a pinning ceremony in 
August to honor the 2005 graduates of the 
college’s vocational certificate program in 

Dental Assisting. It was the third class of students to 
complete this OWC health technology program. 

Mary Thomas, dental program coordinator, noted 
that the O-W graduates are now certified for Dental 
Assisting throughout the state of Florida includ-
ing Radiography Certification and other expanded 
functions. Graduates are encouraged also to take the 
Dental Assisting National Board Exam.  

Thomas praised local dentists for their integral role 
in helping to train OWC dental assisting students. 
“Some dentists teach for the program as well as 
provide their offices for clinical practicum sites for 
our students,” she said. Information on the applica-
tion process for the next class of Dental Assisting 
students is available from the Dental program’s office 
at 729-6444 or on the web at www.owc.edu/dental

Charitable contributions from businesses and 

individuals are needed to establish Dental Assisting 
scholarships for future Dental Assisting students and 
to provide program support. Naming opportunities 
for the new dental laboratory and classrooms are 
also available.

Dental Assisting Honors Third 
Graduating Class

T

Owc Wins State Grant
For Nursing Expansion

kaloosa-Walton College has been awarded 
a $172,337 state grant that will help fund 
expansion of the college’s Registered Nursing 

program and support new curriculum to strengthen 
clinical instruction in the medical-surgical, pediatric and 
psychiatric specialty areas.

The grant helped OWC expand its Associate degree 
Registered Nursing program, increasing freshman admis-
sions for the 2005-06 academic year by 50 percent. The 
college admitted 18 additional freshman nursing students 
to its Fall 2005 class of 36 first-year nursing students 
– for a total of 54 freshmen. The new freshmen joined 54 
second year nursing students for a combined class of 108 
nursing students in the two-year RN program.

The SUCCEED Florida Career Education Grant funds 
will cover non-recurring costs and the first year expenses 
related to the nursing expansion, but OWC was required 
to submit a plan for future sustainability as part of the 
grant process. The Fort Walton Beach Medical Center 
was instrumental in helping OWC prepare a winning 

grant application through their pledge to fund the 
salaries of two full-time nursing instructors at the end of 
the special state funding. The OWC Foundation, through 
contributions from its Endowed Teaching Chair program, 
will assist the college with funding an additional 1.5 
nursing instructors.

A section of the OWC Freshman Nursing class.
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